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The smallest occurrences in the labours of a Missionary derive more than ordinary 
lportance and interest from the very nature of his work, and the sublime motives 
which prompt him to the performance of it. To exchange one’s country and con- 
nexions for a residence in a distant and strange land; to part with the endearments of 
long established friendships, and to give up the comforts and gratifications of a long 


cherished home and fire-side, is of itself a trial which our social nature cannot easily 


submit to: but, for one to bid adieu for life to all the enjoyments above mentioned ; 
to take his life in his hand ; travefse the boisterous ocean, and penetrate into unknown 
wilds; often exposed to the ferocity of beasts of prey, and to the rapacity of barba- 
rous nations ; perhaps ignorant of their language or customs ; for the sole purpose of 
promoting the good of his fellow-creatures, without the most distant view of any personal 
advantage of a temporal nature, manifests a self-denial, a courage, and a devotedness 
of soul, which nothing but Christianity can impart. Such fruits of its blessed spirit en- 
title those who exhibit them to the most affectionate sympathy of all who love the no- 
$ ble cause to which they are devoted; and we cannot but feel an interest in the mi. 
nutest incidents of their lives and labours. The following account of part of a Journey 
in Caffraria, from the pen of a female Missionary, breathes throughout so much resigna- 
tion, faith, and piety, that we trust it will be read with pleasure and edification. 


CAFFRARIA. 

Eviract of a Letter from Mrs. E. Williams, wife of Rev. J. Williams, 
Missionary to the Caffres, written to her Sister in London, dated at 
Kat River, Aug. 7, 1817. 

My pEaR ststeER-- Your very welcome, but long expected letter, 
dated March 30, 1816, I received Jan. 9, 1817, with great joy ; for 
a packet of letters to us is as if we received a little fortune. 

On the 15th of June we left Bethelsdorp; and on the morning of 
our departure we held a meeting for prayer ; affectionately recom- 
mending each other to the care of God. My tongue cannot express 
the feelings of our hearts ; but it was evident that there was a bond 
of union which could not easily be broken. While on our way, many 
spectators expressed their surprise that we ventured to go among 
such savages, thieves, and murderers, as the Caffres ; and so far were 
the Boors from helping us, that we could not even purchase neces- 
saries of them for our journey. We left the colony on the 9th of 
July; and I\ think that if ever I entreated the presence of Christ with 
my whole heart, it was then: and, not only that we might safely 
cross the Great Fish River, but that he would go with us and bring 
us in safety to the destined spot. 

The first night that we spanned out, we were not a little alarmed’ 
by the roaring of a lion and a wolf very near our waggon. This 
was the only time that I have heard the former, but the latter we hear 
almost every night. While I was writing these words I have heard 
tim. J have seen the tracks of the elephants frequently, yet have 
not seen one of these animals ; but I have seen the work which they 
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had just done, for they tear up great trees by the roots, and turg 
them upside down. 

We travelled in Caffre land three days before we saw a single 
creature, and then we met four Caffres who were hunting: till t 
we travelled at an uncertainty, as wi »had no guide. These men pro- 
pace to conduct us to our jour ney’s el id ; but rain came on, and th. y 

leserted us. The next day, for the trial of our faith and — 
one of our waggons broke down : ; and, being unable to repair it, 
were under the nec essity of leaving it, with part of our pe o le and 
our few sheep. We were nine in number, with my little boy, who 
proceeded. . We took with usa part of a sheep, w hich is all the meat 
we had. But in the evening Mr. W. shot a hart-beast. The flesh 
of this animal resembles young beef. This supported us all until the 
arrival of our sheep. Thus our heavenly Father supplied our tem- 
poral need.. This appeared to me as clearly to be a gift from his 
compassfenate hand, as if he had sent one of his ministering spirits 
and presented it to us. 

Sometimes the only water we could procure was like soap-suds ; 
but I can assure you, that this has gone down as sweetly as the best 
water in London. 

July 13. This morning we journied again through a desert to us 
titiknown. In the evening we were obli ged to cross a ditch, wher 
there Was a most beautiful fountain (spring) which we called Gika’s , 
fountain. Here our oxen wanted to drink, and here we were set 
fast; the waggon lay on one side, and we were obliged to remain be 
here two nights i in consequence of the following day being the Lords. Ms 
This place “appeared to me very dangerous on account of the ele- 
phants. In the first night Mr. W. got up, and looking out of the r 
waggon, thought he saw an elephant ‘about 40 yards from us. You He. 
will judge how great our alarm must have been; my chief concern - 
was what would be come of my child. Mr. W. rose, made a fire, had 
and burned the grass, to keep it off; but whether there was an ele- "7 
phant or not, He who promises to be as a wall of fire round about 
those who fear him, preserved us. ds 

On the 15th Mr. W. and the people removed the great stones J ues j 
pi stopt us; after which our oxen went forward without difficulty ‘old 
and a little before sunset we arrived at the appointed spot—the Kar off 
River. As soon as we arrived, we bowed our knees, and | | A 

thro 
our hearts also, to thank our God for his kindness in bringing us hit h- Po 
er. We were accompanied by a few Caffres, who met with us the ia 
last day on the road, whose chief*object was to get food and tobac- or 
co. After eveni: ig service to-day the Caffres went in eve ry direction ois 
to pray. The valley echoed by their voices. This appeared very es 
singular to me.—W hat induced them, I know not. oe 

ed u 

21st. Sabbath. We had a prayer-meeting soon after sunrise ; | mi 
think God was with us of a truth. It was such a meeting as I had belo 
not known for a long time ; nor did I expect to witness such an one M 
in Caffre land, especially so soon. Mr. W. and myself w: 
overcome that we could not proceed with the service. We seldom 
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have divine service without one or another crying out under the 
word. 

The first thing Mr. W. did was to build a house with rushes. It 
was begun July 24, and on an 2d of August we first slept in it. | 
cannot help observing here, that it was with much pleasure end thank- 
fulness we reflected on God’s goodness towards us. We had now get 
a roof over our heads, and we observed that if our old friends in 
M street could see us, it would do their hearts good. The 
house is 16 feet tong, 14 wide, and 13 high. The front is brick: 
nd we have a fire place, but I make little use of it, as the climate is 
so warm, that I am obliged to have my. fire out of doors. We are 
here as much at home, and as happy < as if we were in London, and 


hadthe best house in E. Place. This is of God, and glory be to his 
BOF) 


ime. 

The second thing Mr. W. did was to root up the thorns, and make 
: fence, that he might sow corn: but for want of rain it is yet unsown. 
The third operation was to make a garden; but in consequence of 
excessive heat and drought, all was burnt up, except a few beans 
and some Indian corn: these have beena great treasure to us, as we 
have little appe tite for meat. Our live stock is, 4 cows, 4 calves, 30 
breeding sheep, 3 hens, 5 chickens. The 4 cows give about as much 
milk as one English cow. I have a little churn, and make as much 
butter as we need. 

You will pectee ly have heard of the accident Mr. W. met with 
but lest you should not I will state the particul: ws. On the 13th of 
December, he began a dam in the river; in the evening he had the 

misfortune to cut ‘off : bout an inch of the fore-finger of his left hand, 
between two stones, except a small piece of the flesh, which he was 
obliged*to cut off himse}f, as none of the people would do it for him. 
He was about a mile from the house when this happened, but he was 
enabled to wa bk ne, and appeared cheerful. 1 perceived that he 
had hurt his finger, but had noi the slightest idea that he had been so 
much injured. A few days after one of the natives brought the end 
of the finger and lnid it cn a chest — my eyes. I leave you to 

re of my feelings. Ina few days after Mr. W. wrote to Captain 
“7 i ws, who has some medical hooale dee, to ask his advice. He 
told him it must come off, or mortification would ensue. Wesoon set 
off, and — at his post on the 28th. On the 30th, he went 
through the painful operation, which was performed by Dr, Mahary. 
For about ive days the pain was extreme: but thanks he to God 
who giveth ss neth according to our de y- We left the Colony on 
the tith of January, and arrived here on the 13th, finding all safe, to 
our great comfort. ‘This far exceeded our expectation ; but He who 
has the hearts and hands of all wicked men under his control, preserv- 
edus and our property in the midst of thieves and murderers, who 
are under no restraint but that which is from above. Great praise 
belongeth unto God. 

My dear partner’s finger is now quite healed. and he has recom- 


. 
i 


menced the dam. Itisa great work; and f think it will not be com- 
pleted under twelye months. Mr. W. has worked like a slave 
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I feel persuaded, that you have the cause of God at heart ; and to 
encourage you in your prayers, I shall briefly state the pleasing 
prospect we have at this place among the poor Caflres, with regard 
to number, attention, and perseverance. 

The number residing here, including men, women and children, is 
138. The general attendance on the Sabbath above 100, and on 
the week days 70. As to their attention, it is surprising. Mr. W. 
commenced teaching the alphabet to both children and adults on the 
2ist of July ; the number then present being between 50 and 60, 
Since that time about 150 have learnt the alphabet ; 12 can spell 
words of two syllables decently ; and nearly all have learnt a most 
excellent little Dutch hymn. During divine service not a word is 
heard, nor a smile seen. As to their perseverance, they are not yet 
weary; but on the contrary are always ready whenever called up. 
on to assemble. This makes it pleasant to be among them. We 
have great hope of one or two, that they are the subjects of divine 
grace, but time will prove the truth of this. There are many others 
who cry out under the word, but whether this proceeds from natural 
or divine influence, I cannot say. If it be of God it will continue. 
O! pray for us that God may give us a discerning spirit. 

Among others there are two brothers of Jan Tzatsoo (the convert. 
ed Caffre, sons of the chief, who accémpanied them from Bethels- 
dorp.) They came here on a visit, and staid about a month. They 
threw their beads, rings and paint into the river, and confessed their 
sins ; then returned home, and declared what they had seen and 
heard, and began to intreat all to pray and seek the Lord. They 
have paid us a second visit, and appeared to be very humble, 
and to pray constantly. 

The female natives are in general clever. I have two gowns 
made by the Caffre girls. Two of them have learnt to sew very 
neatly. Ihave also a cottage-bonnet, made from rush-peel, and 
very neat it is, considering that it is the first. My little boy walked 
before he was twelve months old, and he begins to speak the Catlre 
language. He is a great charge to me, as | have no one I can in- 
trust him with. He has many admirers; he is no soonerout of the 


house than he has a great train of women and children after him. Ii 


he goes out clean, he always comes back as black as a sweep. 

On the 22d of March, I was at home alone; I heard an’ unusual 
noise advancing towards the house, and upon looking out, I was im- 
mediately surrounded by 15 or 20 Cafires on horseback, all armed 
with their weapons of war; otherg were following on foot in the same 
manner. ‘They had ‘an alarming appearance. They dismounted : 
and I expected every moment to be seized. But the Lord was then 
to me a strong hold; he appeared to be my all. _I was strongly im- 
pressed with the necessity of appearing composed. Our people were 
all with Mr. W., at work at the dam.' I could not get a single crea- 
ture to come and speak for me. ‘This alarmed me the more. ‘They 
earned, however from some person where Mr. W. was: they then 
mounted their horses, apd rode off violently towards the place. ! 
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took up my little boy in my arms, and went after them with trem- 
bling heart and limbs, fearing that my dear husband would be 
murdered before I got there. But when I arrived, I beheld him in 
the river, up to his knees, at work. I then learned, that these 
were Gika’s Cafires, who had been hunting, and were returning 
home. This afforded great relief to my terrified mind. 

We have been here nearly 10 months, and had nothing stolen till 
lately, when-a man stole a few articles; but being alarmed, he ran 
away, leaving some of them behind him. This brought tomy mind 
the depredations made upon our poor brethren and sisters at Ota- 
heite, at the commencement of their mission. 

Be constant in your prayers for us, for we know not what the end 
may be. Mr. Williams unites in Christian love to you and yours. 
May every blessing attend you through .life—may you be happy 
even in death—and, may we meet before the throne, having washed 
our robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb! E. W. 


MISSIONS IN AFRICA, 


Extract of a Letter from a Missionary at Makoon’s Kraal, near La- 
takkoo, dated May 23, 1817, to Rev. J. Campbell. 

The daughter of Mateebe (the king) is very attentive, and I some- 
times hope she will be the first brought to Christ. Mahootoo (Matee- 
he’s wife) is become very friendly, and attends the word now and 
ihen, as does Munamets (the king’s uncle) and their children. Ge- 
dujt, our guide to Malapectzee, is a constant attendant, as likewise 
Shampan, one who spoke Dutch when we were there ; but Mateebe’s 
eldest brother, Malaba, and Teiso, the third in power, are the most 
atentive. The Lord has made use of the late expeditions to help 
us When we first came they were very noisy and quarrelsome ; but 
now, under the word, not a S) llable is spoke n, nor does any one at- 
tempt to contradict. 

In a conversation after sermon, a few nights ago, 1 was rejoiced to 
hear, Teiso address Makweesie (a chief who was saying he should 
never understand the word) thus: ‘ Makweesie, go behind a bush, 
bend your knees, and say, Lord Jesus, open my heart to understand 
and love thy word, and he will do it.” This sentence touched every 
string of my heart, and brought me, soon after, on my knees, to thank 
our Lord for this little encouragement. 

I have received a most pleasing letter from Mr. Williams, in Caf- 
fraria: he seems pleased with his situation. A verbal message was 
also sent to one of the missionaries from Gika, to this eflect :—‘ The 
seed you sowed in my country when you was here, is ripe, and you 
must come to gather it in.’ 

The printing press sent to Griqua Town is come to hand, and they 
have begun to printa Hymn Book. One of the missionaries has be- 
gun to compose a Dictionary and Catechism in the Bgotsuana lan- 
guage. 
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Great NAMAQUALAND. 


We have just received a letter from Mr. Ebner, missionary to the 
Kraal of Africaner, in Great Namaqualand, dated Oct. 8, 1817, a; 
Capedown, where he had come on business; in which he states, M: 
that he has introduced the sowing of potatoes and various vegeta- 
bles, which have prospered beyond expectation: he speaks also fa- 
vourably of their crops of corn, and hopes the natives will soon ex. 
perience great relief from the introduction of these comforts amongst Oc 
them. He informs us also, that the converts continue to be attached 
to the Gospel, and to him as their teacher. 

Tn his examination of some who were applying for baptism, he re- 
lates some of their expressions: one said, ‘If we will become chil- 
dren of God, we must believe in God’s Son, though we cannot see 
him.’ Another said, ‘ Because Jesus has delivered us, by suffering 
death in our place, ii is our duty to give ourselves to him, soul and bo- 
dy, to live for him and serve him.” ‘ We should not deliver (said 
another) our only son to our enemies to be persecuted and crucified 
by them—but God did so with his Son for our sake.’ Another said. 
* My sin that I committed in my youth makes me to weep bitterly, to 
be sorrowful, and also the sins | daily commit; but I feel joy along 
with my sorrow. ‘Till now! have only prayed with my mouth 
lips, but now I pray to Him with all my heart.’ 

About 400 persons attend worship, so that the place of mecting 
first erected cannot contain those who are willing to attend. The hein 
baptized brethren and sisters, while conversing together, in their that tI 
private meetings, of the word of God, and their experience, speak adi 
with such warmth and liveliness as would surprise you. thin € 

Since I came to Africaner’s Kraal, (which I have named Jerusalem) 9 god 
Ihave baptized 40 persons, converts and their children : married 
about 40 couple: 16 have been born—8 died. 

100 Biblesand 100 New Testaments have been received from th: 
Bible Society, for those who can read the Dutch language. 

The females are fond of learning to knit. Mrs. Ebner instruct 
them in knitting. 
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The Auxiliary Missionary Society of Madras held their: meeting % early 
on Wednesday evening, the 14th of May, 1817, (the time of the Mis- J carca: 
sionary Anniversary in London,) when the Rey. Mr. Rhenius, of the 9 presen 
Church Missionary Society, preached an excellent sermon from Isa. 9 a po 
Ixii. 1. After sermon, the busifiess of the society was transacted. 9 not ve 
On Thursday evening Mr. Gordon preached from Isa. xliv. 3, 4. Hy of s 
Mr. Loveless prayed on Wednesday evening ; and Mr. Lynch, the i body, 
Methodist Missionary, on Thursday. rc me | 

* Thus,’ says Mr. Knill, ‘we all united in one glorious cause. Our 9 solem 
congregations were composed of all nations and colours: one Chi- 9 graye. 
nese, two Brahmins, and several native Christians! O! it wes be- Hee: 
yond description delightful! The spirit of the Lord was evidently Bi mbG, 
among us. Never was sucha meeting in India.’ ihip a 
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‘Collections amounted to 125 pagodas, a pair of ear-rings, a gold 








e broach, sleeve-buttons, balanee of accounts, &c. Thus since the ar- 
rival of the Moira, we have remitted 320 pagodas, or 120/. sterling. 
Mr. Loveless presided as chairman, Mr. Knill was the Secretary’ 
L- 9 > 
MISSION AT BOMBAY. 
c Extract from the Journal of the Rev. Gordon Hall. 


Oct. 12, 1816.—This afternoon, while on my tour among the na- 
tives, | found a young man and his wife’s mother engaged in a furi- 
ous quarrel. ‘The occasion of the quarrel was this. The young 
man had requested that his wife might be sent to his house: I asked 
him the age of his wife, but this he could not tell me until he had ask- 
ed another person, who told him that her age was seven years. But 
the mother of the girl refused to send the man his wife, unless he 
would first expend an hundred rupees in a family entertainment, To 
this the husband objected, and about this they were contending. But 
after I came up they soon desisted, apparently ashamed of such a 
shameful contention. ‘The Hindoos among themselves are extreme- 
ly quarrelsome and abusive, especially in their language ; tho? they 
do not so frequently come to blows. I have repeatedly come up toa 
company of ten, twenty, or thirty, who were engaged in violent con- 
tests, and even in assaults upon each other. In such cases, I have 
repeatedly desired them to listen to a few words. I then reminded 
them that the great God was lookingupon them, that his command was, 
that they should love one another, that they should love and forgive 
Pak their enemies, and render them good for evil; that if they would do 
this, God would forgive and love them; but if they would not deo this, 
God would never forgive their sins, but punish them for ever, &c. 
[have been astonished to see the effect of such an address. The 
bare rehearsal of some of the divine commands and precepts seemed 
tohave an irresistibly appeasing power on their minds. In this 
way I have repeatedly seen a fierce contention apparently quite sub- 
ide in five minutes. I never found cause toregret my interference 
in any such occasion, but rather the reverse. 

13. Lord’s day.—Soon after sunrise went to the’ Sonapoore, that is, 
the place where the natives either bury or burn their dead. At that 
tin early hour one human body had been brought for burning, and the 
Mis- carcass Of a cow for burial. This is the second time I have been 
f the present at the interment of this deified animal. The carcass is slung 
Isa. m poles by ropes and carefully carried on men’s shoulders. A hole 
ted. Gi not very deep is dug in the sand by the sea shore. A large quanti- 
, 4 ly of salt is then spread over the bottom of the grave, upon which the 
— of the cow is deposited. The grave is then filled up with th 
sand, and the whole ceremony is conducted with at least as much 
olemnity and respect, as when a fellow-man is consigned to the 
Chi- Gj gaye. I improved the occasion as well as { vould in endeavouring 
5 | lo cavince the people, that they ought to worship the great and eter- 

tal'God, instead of such a dying brute, which to call God, and wor- 
ihip as God, was the highest degree of sin and provocation. In the 
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afternoon spoke to a considerable number of people in different pla- 
ces, about the momentous concerns of their souls. 

14.—This evening came to a place where I found an aged Mus- 
sulman lecturing some Hindoos on the unity of God. I asked him 
how this one God must be worshipped, and how he could be recon- 
ciled to sinners? He was not inclined to say much, and I proceed- 
ed to address a large number of people who were soon assembled, 
I have spoken to the heathen in several other places. 

16.—In my route this evening, I fell in with a company of Gosa- 
wees, aclass of religious mendicants, highly venerated by the Hin- 
doos, but a most ignorant, arrogant, self-righteous, and in general, it is 
believed, a vicious set of people. The conversation of these pco- 
ple, like that of the Hindoos generally, turns naturally and almost ex- 
clusively, either upon religion or upon filling their bellies, as their 
expression is. Though all the moral notions,and sentiments of these 
heathens are so gross and monstrous, yet their conversation habitu- 
ally manifests such a remembrance and recognition of some superior 
power appointing and controling all the allotments and vicissitudes 
of human life, as does most severely reprove, and ought deeply to 
shame, that multitude of atheistic Christians, who will talk for hours, 
if not for weeks, about even more than the ordinary events of life, 
without the slightest acknowledgments of a divine Providence. 
Hence, it is usually very easy to enter upon religious conversation 
with the Hindoos. In the little company of Gosawees, just mention- 
ed, was one of a distinguished demeanor. Perceiving him to be a 
stranger, | asked him whence he came? for there is no danger of 
giving offence to the Hindoos by this kind of inquisitiveness, to which 
they are themselves much habituated. He replied, apparently with 
a consciousness of no small degree of superiority, that he was from 
Nushee, a place twenty or thirty miles distant on the continent, and 
that he was a Jotesh, that is an astronomer. I replied, that I felt 
gratified, and that | wished to ask him some questions about the 
Jotesh shasters. “ Will you tell me whether, according to these 
shasters, the earth is a plane or a sphere ?”” After fully comprehend- 
ing the qetice, he confessed that he knew nothing about it, thus 
proving himself to be as much a novice and imposter, as nine tenths 
of those who prefer their claims to superior science, and as ‘such do 
actually command respect among the ignorant multitude. It is a re- 
markable fact, and one which may ultimately be highly servicca- 
ble in pulling down the fabric of Hindoo superstition, that their reli- 
gious books, held equally sacred, are directly at issue on several 
points in geography and astronomy. For instance, one class of their 
books declare the earth to be a plane, while their other books, with 
the same pretended supreme authority, as positively declare it to bea 
sphere. Thus obviously do they destroy the authority of each oth- 
er. The conversation soon turned on their mythology, and one be- 
gan to boast that he allowed of but one god, the god Mahadave, and 
that he worshipped no other. I asked him if Mahadave did not in 
a rage cut off one of Brumha’s five heads, and was he not conse- 
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quently a sinner.—* No,” was his reply, “ for Brumha had perjur- 
ed himself, and his head was cut off as his punishment.” “ Then 
you allow that Brumha, one of your greatest gods, was a sinner ?”’ 
« Yes,” he replied, and manifestly with shame. But was not Ma- 
hadave severely cursed and punished for what he did? “ Yes.” 
But can those who commit sin, and are cursed and punished for it, 
be the great, the sinless, the everlasting God? | enlarged, and finally 
told him that God had declared, that the wicked should be turned 
into hell, and that all, who did not in this life repent and obtain par- 
don from God, would certainly suffer in that lake of fire for ever. 
The poor creature, though apparently convinced, would make no 
acknowledgment, but declared, that he would never worship any but 
Mahadave, and that if Mahadave went to hell, he would go there with 
him. After a word more of exhortation, I left them and proceeded 
toanother place. 

17. As 1 was walking in a populous part of the town, but a part 
where an European is scarcely ever seen, a money changer, a Hin- 
doo, sitting upon his stall in the angle of two public roads, politely 
made me a salam, (obeisance) and invited me to take a seat near 
him. As he had seen me before, and knew what things I was in the 
habit of saying to the people, the conversation of course began on 
religious subjects. In the course of the conversation I repeated some 
of the commands against idolatry. He asked where such commands 
were. Are they written? I took a little book from my pocket, 
and read to him the commands in his own language. By this time 
there were about twenty persons collected. But, ‘* How,” he ask- 
ed, “and to whom were these given?” [ then told him of the awful 
manner in which God gave the law from Mount Sinai. “ But if God 
isan invisible and immaterial being, how could he write the com- 
mands on tables of stone?” When I remarked that nothing could be 
impossible or hard to him who created all things, he was not, or at 
least he pretended not to be, satisfied. 

The Hindoos seem universally to possess some dark, indescriba- 
ble, and unintelligible notion of a supreme, invisible, ‘immaterial, 
abstract existence, or being, who is no more than a negation of all 
qualities. Hence, the people of all ranks are perpetually objecting 
to the doctrine that God is a spirit, and saying that it is impossible 
fran immaterial being to create material objects, or to have any 
immediate control over them. Here they found their system of poly- 
theism, and their god Brunha is installed as the creator of all things, 
Vishnu the preserver, and Shev, or Mahadave, the destroyer; all 
gods inhuman form. And on the same principle, as new emergen- 
cies arose in the imaginations of the bewildered idolaters, and larger 
claims for a greater variety of gods, they went on multiplying them, 
and assigning to them their respective functions, until they swelled 
the catalogue of their deities to the monstrous number of thirty-three 
millions. 

_ But to return to the stall of the money changer. As I was speak- 
lig of the great blessedness of those who love and serve the true 
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God, one of the company replied, “ But if yot worship God, and jj 
he so blesses his servants, how comes it to pass that. you are travel. 
lingabout through the mud on foot, and not riding in a chariot ? Give 
me a plenty of money anda carriage to ride sa is what I‘ want.” 
I told him that God gave to his servants something better than mo- 
ney and chariots, peace of soul in this life, and afterwards an ever. 
lasting inheritance in heaven. In this life they are sometimes poor 
and afflicted, and sometimes they are rich and rosperous, as God 
pleases to appoint them, but hereafter they will all be alike, and com. 
pletely happy in heaven for ever, But that the wicked, though they 
might have abundance of worldly riches and comforts, if they died in 
their sins, must go away inio everlasting burnings. 

18..‘Took a walk before breakfast, and came up to a large collec. 
tion of people.—A man’s wife had left him, ae ran home to live 
with her mother. . He had seized her by the hair of her head, and 
was dragging her back. | Three or four other females were striving 
against him-in behalf of his wife, : 

Quarrels of this kind are so frequent, that they excite ‘no surprise, 
the people assemble and laugh at it, as they do at any other picce of 
sport; and the parties, instead of making any secret of their shame, 
rather seek its publicity, and openly abuse each other with the most 
disgraceful language. I very seldom go among the people in the 
morning, and still more seldom do I find people at that hour of the 
day disengaged, and in a favourable situation for instruction. 

Nor. 21. The following is a literal translation of a passage in the 
sacred books’of the Hindoos. 

“ The sin of killing one ram is equivalent to the sin of killing a 
cart load of insects; that of killing one bullock equals the slaughter 
of a hundred rams. bot of slaying a hundred bullocks equals 
the slaying of one cow. The sin of killing a hundred cows is equal 
to that of killing/one bahmin ; and know thou, that the great guilt of 
killing one woman equals the sin of killing'aofull hundred brahmins.” 
Herreeweejia, 2 chap. 

To attach guilt to the killing.of animals, is, perhaps, inseparably 
connected with the doctrine of transmigration, As the Hindoo be- 
lieves in this doctrine, he knows not but that the beasts, birds, and 
the reptiles, which he sees, are animated by the souls of his deceas- 
ed ancestors ; for he supposes that every man, according as his sins 
may be, is liable as a punishment, to be doomed to pass, by a series 
of births, through more or less of the grades of animal beings, 
8,400,000, which number embrac®s all the varieties of living crea- 
tures inthe world. Hence. in the opinion of the Hindoo, every liv- 
ing creat re becomes inviolale, and cannot be innocently destroyed. 

Bu tne degree of guilt. attached to the killing of a woman, as st2- 
ted in the passage above quoted, is very extraordinary, it being 
made equal to that of killing a hundred brahmins; for among the 
Hindoos the females are in great degradation, and treated as incom- 
parably inferior to men. 1 asked our pundit, how the guilt of killing 
a woman could be a hundred fold greater than that of killing a brat- 
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nin, since they considercd the former as so much inferior to. the 
ijatter? He confessed himself unable to give an explanation, but said 
would think of it, and make inquiry ye After a’month’s delay he 
could give no better answer than this. “ A certain god committed 
5 ores crime, and his guilt was imputed to women, trees, mountains, 
ire, and w raters Hence , guilt and curses attach to females which 
jo not attach to males. Therefore, whosoever, without cause, killé 
female, the superior guilt of the female is imputed to the murder- 
er? He seemed evidently ashamed of his explanation, and unable 
to offer any. better one. 


MISSIONS IN RUSSIA. 

The Annual Report of the Edinburgh Missionary Society, for 

1817, has been published, with an Appendix, containing a geogra- 

phical and historical account of the Society’s missionary stations 
Asiatic Russia, &c. ; illustrated by a map. 

The report commences with an account of Karass, where Mr. 
Paterson and Mr. Galloway remained for some time together to su- 
perintend the affairs of the settlement; arranging matters for the 
separation of the German colonists from their secular connexion with 
the Mission ; attending to the education of their own children, and 
of the ransomed and other youth in the colony ; and visiting the ad- 
jacent villages, to converse with the natives on the subject of reli- 
gion, Se veral of the native children have made some progress in 
religious knowledge. 

Three or four hundred Tartar families have come to settle in the 
vicinity, and are thus brought within the sound of the gospel. 

Mr. Gallaway visited in the month of Oct. a pastoral tribe of 
Tartars, called Turkomans, and he was greatly delighted with the 
readiness they showed to receive copies of the New-Testament and 
Tracts, and to learn the way of salvation. 

The Missionaries at Astracan, about the same time, delivered to 
the Bible Committee of that city, 50 copies of the New- Testament, 
50 of Luke’s Gospel, and 50 of ‘the Psalms, in Tartar, to be sent to 
ee of these people in the neighbourhood of Xitzliar, some of 
hom had remitted money to that society for the purpose of procur- 
ing books. 

Asrracan.—The labours of Mr. Mitchell, and his coadjutor 
James Peddie, at the missionary press, and of Mr. Dickson, in cor- 
recting and translating, merit the highest commendation. , The 

have distributed in the course of one year 5000 of Luke’s Gospel, 
of the Karrass translation, and many thousands of Arabic: and -Tar- 
tar Tracts.. They have also circulated gratis, sent to Karass, Oren- 
burgh, to the government of Cherson, to Theodosia, and Symphcro- 
pol, in the Crimea, or given to the Bible Committee, in Astracan, 
no fewer than 2566 copies of the New Testament, in whole or in 
part, or parts out of the Old Testament, with 6548 Catechisms or 
Tracts ; in all 9114 co; ies. Thus a door is set open for the circu- 
lation of the Scriptures throughout the widely extended region of 


which Astracan is: the centre. 
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The Directors express great satisfaction in Mr. Glen, a respect. abe 
able minister of Scotland, who has devoted himself to this mission, -ndi 
Oxensuren.—Among those ignorant and degraded rovers, th, aa 
Kirghisians, Mr. Macalpine, with his zealous attendant, Walte; wee 
Buchanan, (the converted Cabardian) have unremittingly continued ' T 
their labours ; and the progress which several of them, notwithstand. | 
ing all their disadvantages, have made, is gratifying. For the per- = 
manent instruction of the Tartars in this country, a translation 0) } 
the New Testament is in preparation, with Tracts, &c. Sclavonic a. 
and other Testaments have been sent as far as Troitska. i 
Tue Crimea. oi 
Mr. Paterson, leaving Karass, May 10, with Andrew Skirvine then 
Hay, and carrying along with them 300 copies of the Tartar New J jhe 
Testament, and a great number of Tracts, proceeded through the siti 
Steppe, visited Rostof and Mariopol on the Sea of Asoph, entered J tion 
the Crimea at Perecop, traversed it in various directions, and return- T 
ed homeward by the Kuban, reaching Karass in safety July 18: whic 


though Mr. P.’s health was considerably injured by the fatigue of heer 
travelling and the state of the weather ; his spirits, however, were J of th 
continually revived, and his thanksgivings to God called forth, by 
the reception he met with. ? ed 
Wherever he halted, he was almost instantly surrounded by mul- ihe 
titudes of various orders and religions pressing with eagerness to re- ail 
ceive copies of the New Testament and Tracts. Sometimes, from de 
the top of the cart in which he rode, in the market places of the towns, lated 
or in the midst of the open plains, he would adil for hours together 
talking to the wondering and listening people, on the great truths cont 
contained in that sacred volume which he was about to put into their 
hands. At other times, he would sit in the midst of a group at the 
foot of a tree, and read to them passages from these lively oracles of E 
truth. explain their meaning as he went along, address them with 4. 
earnest’ exhortations to believe what they heard, or reply to the It 
questions and objections which they brought forward in consequence must 
of his statements. . revo) 
The interest excited by his conversation was almost universal, ‘hem 
and by no means confined to the professors of any one religion in down 
pattigular. Mollas, and Effendis, and Imans, in every district, wel- | spe 
comed the precious gift; several natives of Turkey carried it with [ij One 
them to the places of their resiclence ; and not only Greeks, but Jews, three 
and Mahommedans, and Pagans, seem prepared to receive th | she 
Gospel. . that 
, Fieve truly,’ says Mr. P. ‘isa field for Bible and Missionary that 
Societies ; the first, in putting the Holy Scriptures into the hands ot read 
the people ; and the last, for explaining them and preaching th lathe 
Gospel of Christ in simplicity and truth. These ought always to and 
go hand in hand. In Christian countries, where the Gospel is pure- J 
ly preached, and many of the people can read, this is not so neces- homy 
siry; but in countries where the majority of the inhabitants cannot 
read, and are bigoted and superstitious to an amazing degree, th \fe 
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labour of missionaries is of the greatest consequence. Nay, it is 
indispensable ; and when | at any time hear a call for Bibles among 
the wich a people, I consider it likewise a call for living interpreters to 
ter Hi accompany them. 

ued The Tartar New Testament, accordingly, is already circulated 
ind- 7 among them, and is not only generally but well understood by all 
per who speak that language. Means also will no doubt be employed, 
n¢ for giving them the whole Scriptures in such a form as is likely to be 
Onl most universally intelligible to those who do not read the Turkish 
character. And should not this preparation be followed up by the 
oral instructions of Missionaries, who shall not cease to declare to 
vine them the whole counsel of God, till, through his grace, one and an- 
New other, and multitudes, being led to inquire for themselves what they 
the must do to be saved, shall be brought from the bondage of corrup- 
ied tion into the glorious liberty of the sons of God. 

arn The call which was made at the last Anniversary, and the appeals 
18: which were then addressed to the Christians of Scotland, have not 
© ot been invain. The confidence which the Directors then expressed, 
of the support they would receive when the operations and necessi- 
ties of the Society were sufficiently known, have not been disappoint- 
ed. Missionary candidates and funds have been obtained, if not to 
the full extent of what is requisite, (for this must be the work of time, 
and could not reasonably be expected at once,) yet certainly to-a 
degree peculiarly encouraging, and in a manner that is justly calcu- 
lated to inspire them with equal confidence, that in the future their 
yants shall, under the direction of infinite wisdom and beneficence, 
continue to be no less readily, and still more abundantly, supplied. 


-— 


JEWS IN RUSSIA. 
Extract from the last Report of the Edinburgh Missionary Society. 


It is stated in Mr. Paterson’s journal while at Koslov, “Sitting and 
musing in my lodgings on the obstinacy of the Mahomedans, and 
revolving in my mind the best means’to employ in order to induce 
them to receive the truth, in came a company of Jews and sat 
down at my side, and entered into conversation with me on religion. 
| spoke to them, and read portions of the New Testament to them. 
One of them opened a copy, and read to his countrymen two or 
ree chapters. He read it with ease, and earnestly requested that 
|should give it to him. I told him that it was the New Testament ; 
that I had brought copies of it to give away to Mahomedans; and 
hat 1 was afraid, though I should give it him, that he would not 
read it, as it contained the history of that Jesus whom their fore- 
lathers crucified, but whom we belicved to be the promised Messiah, 
and the Saviour of the world. He said, that if 1 would only give it to 
him, he would read it, and stood as much in need of it as the Ma- 
homedans did. His brethren made intercession for him, and said, 
“We wish ourselves to learn what is contained in the New Testament.” 
fier some hesitation on my part, but anxiety on theirs, I thorght 1 
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might be of advantage to the young man, and,therefore gave it to 
him, and exhorted him to read it. Nosooner had he receives ji, 
than another Jew sat down beside me, and read the New Testamen: 
fluently, and insisted that I should give him a copy also. ‘This Jew 
was from Bakcheserai, and informed me that he had sold Mr. Pinker. 
ton a Tartar Bible in Hebrew characters for two hundred rubles 
After a considerable deal of conversation, | gave him likewise a New 
Testament. He not only read it with the greatest ease, but evident. 
ly understood what he read. He offered to sell me another Tartar 
Bible; but as Mr. Pinkerton had already purchased a copy, | did 
not think it adviseable to buy another. Several more Jews came ijr. 
ward who could read Turkish, and requested New Testaments, bui 
{. was obliged to refuse them. One, however who was peculiarly ur 
gent, would not go away, and used many arguments to induce me to 
give him one; but for a long while without effect, my whole stock 
being now reduced. to eight copies. He at last said; Give me this 
book : it had been good for me that Ihad never seen ul, unless you give 
it me: it may be of eternal advantage tome. After such expressions, 
1 could not withhold it from him any longer, but gave it to him as 
the word of God, and exhorted him to read it. There were more 
than twenty Jews in this company, and I conversed with them more 
than an hour. In the evening, several other Jews made application 
for books ; but my stock being so low | could not gratify their desire, 
but promised to get copies sent to them from Theodosia. I could 
have given away many copies of the Scripture to day, and was sorry 
that] had sent the whole commission to Theodosia, The circula- 
tion of the Tartar Testament among the Jews, did not indeed occur 
to me till I was actually among them, and saw their anxiety to pos- 
sess the sacred volume. 

Next morning, a few more Jews came, and made inquiry about the 
coming of the Messiah. I pointed out to them the predictions of 
the prophets with regard to Christ, and particularly insisted on the 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, and the passage in Daniel which says, 
the Messiah shall be cut off. Mr. Paterson then gave them a sum- 
mary account of the history of Christ, and dwelt particularly on the 
cessation of sacrifices among the Jews, concluding with stating th: 
resurrection of Christ, his ascension, and the certainty of his com- 
ing to judgment. When [had proceeded thus far, says he, the ma: 
from Bakcheserai, and 3 few more joined the company, and I desire 
him to read to his countrymen the translation of the fifty-third chapte: 
of Isaiah, contained in one of oug tracts, which he immediately did. 
One or two of them appeared to be impressed with what was said, 
and expressed themselves that the Messiah was come, and that: 
was in vain to look for any other. 

a 
iviract from the Report of the London Society for promoting Christ 
anity among the Jews. 
Jounney or Messrs, Way, Sotomon, &c. 
We have the satisfaction to state, that the intelligence which w: 
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have hitherto had from our inquiring travellers, has been of an en- 


‘ ouraging nature. In passing through the considerable towns of 


Holland, they visited the synagogues, and had personal interviews 


with the chief rabbies. The reception which they have met with 
vom them, has been kind and civil beyond their expectation, and in 
sany cases the Hebrew Testament has been left for their perusal. 
The following letter from the Rev. R. Cox, gives an account of the 
ason of the unexpected delay of our friends at Berlin, and we trusi 
vill call forth the prayers of Christians in behalf of all to whom it 
refers. 

We must necessarily expect to see a recurrence in our day of ma- 
sy of the trials of the primitive Christians, and we ought fervently to 
yay, that: those who are called to them may be endued with their 
with and patience. It is proper to premise, that Mr. Solomon’s 
yife and children had been earnestly invited to join him in England 
sme time before the present journey wes contemplated. A promise 
bad been given that she should not want for temporal support, and 
hat no. constraint whatever should be put upon her conscience on 
thesubject of religion ; and from the manner in which the proposal! 
had been received both by his father-in-law and his wife, he had rea- 
son 0 Suppose they were satisfied with it. His surprise and regret 
therefore at the occurrence which is related in the following letter, 
have been the greater. 

“mY DEAR SIR, 

“You will probably be anxious to know what has occasioned our 
remaining so muchJonger in this city than we originally intended ; | 
vill therefore state to you, in as brief a manner as possible, the rea- 
son of our delay. ; 

“A short time after we had been in Berlin, Mr. Solomon’s father- 
slaw called upon us; and, after some days, informed us that the 
grand object of his journey was, to request that if Mr. Solomon per- 
‘sted in his determination not to return to the Jewish religion, he 
vould consent to be divorced from his wife, as she had authorized 
him to say that she would not live with him unless he abjured Chris 
lianity. 

“Mr. Solomon, you may suppose, was not a little surprised at the 
iformation, especially as a correspondence had always.been carried 
inthe most amicable manner between them, We all, however, 
hoped that if he had an opportunity of seeing and freely conversing 
with his wife, she would be completely reconciled to the idea of liv- 
ing with him ; and that, at all events, it was indispensably his duty 
iosee her before he could consent to the divorce. As a companion 
was desirable for him, I gladiy accompanied him to Hamburgh, 
where his wife then resided. We remained eight or ten days in 
hat city ; during which time Mr. Solomon conversed daily with her, 
and repeatedly assured her that though he was fully convinced of 
the jatrinsic excellency and divine authority of the Christian religion, 
te Should consider it as his bounden duty to permit her, without any 


TaD ale 





80 Divorce of Mr. Solomon, a eonverted Jew. 


restraint, to worship God according to the various rites of the Jewish 
religion. All, however, was in vain. From the first moment of their 
meeting to that of their final separation, she remained inflexible jy 
her determination never again to live with him, unless he consented 
to return to- the Jewish religion. That a godly Jewess should 
consent to cohabit with a Christian, and especially a Meshumad (a) 
apostate Jew,) was a thing not to be heard of in Israel. 

“* Solomon’s conduct during the whole of this most trying business 
has been truly satisfactory; it has been alike honourable to his cha- 
racter asa man and a Christian. Great indeed was his sorrow at 
the thought of leaving the wife of his youth and two interesting chil- 
dren: their inflexible determination, however, never to live with 
him whilst he continued a Christian; their reiterated entreaties that 
if he still persisted in his obstinacy, as they called it, he would at 
least consent to a divorce, the Apostle’s declaration respecting the 
conduct to be.adopted by the believing partner (1 Cor. vil. 12—15,) 
and the necessity of some final arrangement taking place before we 
proceeded on our journey to Russia, determined him to consent to 
the divorce. The ceremony was accordingly regularly performed 
at Altona, on Tuesday, in the presence of three rabbies and 
other suitable Jewish witnesses. 

“* And now, my dear Sir, it merely remains that we earnestly pray 
in behalf of the poor wife and children, that they who are ‘far off 
may be made nigh by the blood of Christ ;? and as it respects ou 
brother in Christ, that he may experience all the comfort and sup. 
port which can be derived from our Lord’s gracious declaration ; 
“Every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or fa- 
ther, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, 
shall receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit everlasting life.’ 


Berlin, “Tam, &c. 
November 4, 1817. * Ropert Cox.” 
To the Rev. C. S. Hawtrey. 


CEYLON. 
Extract of a Letter from Ceylon, daied June 18. 


“ *The Native Schools have now become very numerous, and for 
few cents per month, without the expense of books or stationary, 
the boys can learn to read mostefluently on the Ola leaf; and wil 
astonishing rapidity they learn a kind of short-hand, so that they will 
take down a whole sermon without missing scarcely a word. Little 
boys, about 10 years old, write as fast as they can move their pen. 
So far we can assert, that one Spanish dollar will support a boy o! 
10 years of age with food and clothing one month. Females never 
learn even to write,as it would be thought a disgrace for them to 
learn to read.’ 
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The dreadful consequences of Infidelity. 


LONDON. 
Execution of Joun Vartiz, on Thursday, Dec. 11, 1817. 


Afew minutes after 8 o’clock, John Vartie, for forging a check for 
400/. with an intent to defraud Messrs. Brenchly and Co. Bankers, 
at Gravesend, to whom he was clerk; George Pearson, for for ing.a 
warrani for the payment of 2252. with an intent to defraud Messrs. 
Williams and Co. Bankers, Birchin Lane ; and Thomas Dealtry, for 
highway robbery, were executed before Newgate. 

he case of John Vartie, who was only 19 years of age, excited 
unusual interest and commisseration. He was the son of respecta- 
ble parents, who are now living near Kirby Steyen, in Westmore- 
wae He procured gratuitous education at a grammar school in that 
county, and is said to have made such a proficiency in languages, &c. 
that he became the usher of that school at 10 years of age, and tutor 
in a gentleman’s family at 13. At 15 he engaged with an Attorney.; 
when he began the fatal course of Novel reading, and the perusal of 
infidel writings. He then removed to London, and soon after be- 
came a teacher at a respectable school at Gravesend; when his 
good conduct recommended him to the notice of the gentlemen who 
keep a bank in that town, by whom he was accepted asa clerk. 

This change of situation, and its consequences, will be best de- 
scribed in his own. words, taken from a paper which he left in the 
hands of the Rev. Mr. Rudge: 

‘In this innocent and amusing manner (alluding to his literary 
pursuits,) nearly two years passed sweetly over, when a vacancy oc- 
curing in the Gravesend Bank, I was engaged as a clerk by the 
frm, who considering my general good character as a sufficient se- 
curity, required no other. Now becoming more public, the sphere of 
my acquaintance was extended; and, asa consequence, my former 
habits of retirement began gradually to wear off. The pleasure that 
] had hitherto found in the closet, was now sought in the gay circle 
ofmy companions. ‘The seeds of infidelity which had been sown, 
began now to make their appearance. Christianity | considered a 
grand political scheme, invented to preserve order and subordination 
among the people; but, thanks to its Author, I now view it in ano- 
ther light. Is it to be wondered at, that one standing on such falla- 
cious ground could not withstand the temptation by which I fell ”” 

The transaction which occasioned the forfeiture of his life, is said 
to have been as follows :— 

Having written a letter on business from the firm at Gravesend, to 
ihe house of Williams and-Co. Birchin Lane, he took it to the prin- 
cipals for signature. Before the letter was sent off, he added a 
posteript, requesting the house in London to pay to Lieut. (a 
fictitious person) 400/. on their account; and informing them, that 
the gentleman would call for it in afew days. Vartie then slipped 
away to'town, and personating the supposed Lieutenant, received 
the money and gave a receipt ; by which /ast act it was rendered a 
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forgery : but which Vartie vainly considered, to the very day of his 
trial, could be regarded only as a fraud. 

Having obtained the cash, he proceeded to France and entered as 
a student at a College in Abbeville, intending, it is said, to study the 
Hebrew language. Here he might have remained in privacy, had 
he not inadvertently written to a friend in Gravesend, informing hin 
of the whole affair. This came abroad, and led to his apprehension, 
trial; and death. 

Now a prisoner, with the prospect of eternity before his eyes, he 
readily listened to the instructions of the Ordinary, and of several 
cler en and dissenting ministers, who visited him. Paley and 
Chalmers on the Evidences of Christianity, were put into his hands, 
which in concurrence with the Village Sermons, and other religious 
treatises, appear to have been rendered useful to him. His behaviour 
was sedate and becoming; and he ripe wy | declared his having 
removed his infidel principles, looking upon his awful situation as 
the means which God in his mysterious Providence had permitted to 
bring him to proper views of himself and of salvation. 

. During his confinement in the cell he wrote the following lines on 
the wall, a translation of which he gave to a person who asked him 
for the meaning of them : 


‘Tu, fata quem dura huc trahunt, infelix, audi 
Cali, hades ve vestibulum hic locus est ipse.’ 








ce Fides. 


a 


Thou, hapless wretch, whom Justice calls 
To breathe within these dreary walls ; 
Know, guilty man, this very cell 

May be to thee the porch of hell. 

Thy guilt confess’, thro’ Him forgiv’n, 
Mysterious change! it leads to heaven. 











The change which, it is charitably hoped, took place in his mind, 
is fully expressed in the following letter to the Rev. Mr. Chapman, of 
‘Greenwich : 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

In compliance to your request,and the desire of my unknown friend, 
to whose Christian benevolence J] am indebted, I shail in this letter 
expatiate on the subject of our interview. But before I describe 
the present state of my mind, I will advert toits state previous to my 
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imprisonment—before it was roused by the sudden view of approach- 
ing death. From a course of novel-reading, which I pursued three 
or four years ago, | had contracted principles of infidelity, which I 
never rejected tll within these few weeks past; when naturally ex- 
amining the grounds on which I stood, relative to a future state, I 
found them defective in an alarming degree; and therefore had re- 
course to that Gospel which alone was able to impart the consolation 
my circumstances required. Herel soon found a basis on which I 
could safely rest—a basis which the refined subtlety of false phile- 
sophy could not afford. Blessed be that God who has thus graciously 

ned my eyes, and decided me in the right, the only way to salva- 
tion! Have I not ample reason then, Sir, to view my calamity in the 
light of amercy? Providence is mysterious, whose secret operations 
we are too apt to misconstrue, till their effects are manifest—Here is 
astriking instance. Had | been suffered to proceed in error, who 
knows but that, like Voltaire and some other infamous names, an as- 
piring genius might have rendered me an embittered foe to the Chris- 
tian religion, and have plunged me at last, as they were, into inextri- 
cable ruin and wo? Such are the effects of that Gospel which now 
beams comfort and consolation on my few remaining days, and will 
light me to the regions of bliss as theirend. Supported by this lively 
hope, death, even in his most hideous form, will be met with compo- 
sure and resignation by, 

Rev. and dear Sir. 
With due acknowledgement to 
yourself and friend, 
The unfortunate Jonn Varriz 

Cells, Newgate, 6th Nov. 1817. 

He preserved his composure to the last, aud slept a good part of the 
night before his execution. He declared to the Ordinary just before 
he left the prison, that he died depending solely on the atonement of 
Jesus Christ. 

We consider the ruin of this amiable young man as holding forth 
an admonition of most solemn import to the rising generation. Let 
them beware of those infidel writings which seduce the mind and de- 
stroy the principles of moral obligation. But for those abominable 
books which poisoned his mind, Vartie might have lived to prove a 
blessing and an ornament to society. But let his retractation of these 
sentiments-teach our youth that they cannot but fail their possessor in 
the time of trial and in the prospect of eternity; and that the mind of 
asinful mortal can find no solid rest but on Jesus Christ, the rock of 


ages. 





SUDDEN DEATH OF A GENTLEMAN | 
AT A BIBLE MEETING. 

Tue Greasley and Eastwood Branch Bible Society held their 
Fourth Anniversary in Greasley Church, Sept. 23, 1817. The same 
spirit of harmony that had characterized the preceding meetings was 
wain manifested. Persons of various religious denominations took 
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a lively interest in conducting the proceedings of the meeting. Aj 
seemed anxious to express their Christian affection towards each 
other, and discovered their readiness to unite and co-operate in the 
glorious work of giving universal circulation to the Divine volume. 

But a very.affecting event took place, just before the meeting com. 
menced; which, while it occasioned a solemn gloom, and was very 
distressing to many friends, rendered the meeting ey. inter- 
esting. It was the sudden and unexpected death of Richard Leaver, 
Esq. of Mansfield (one of the Society of Friends,) who came, accom. 
panied by several persons of his own connexion, to witness the trans- 
actions of the day: one of the party was expected to address the 
meeting. This interesting company came to the place with high 
expectations of enjoying a mental repast. But Mr. Leaver had no 
sooner entered the church, and taken a seat, than he became ex. 
tremely ill, so that he appeared to bedying. Though many friends, 
and a medical gentleman, readily tendered their assistance, in less 
than a quarter of an hour he was a corpse. How soon was the anti- 
cipated joy turned into mourning and lamentation! How thin is the 
partition between life and death! 

The deceased was a warm advocate for the Bible Society, and we 
trust he enjoyed the consolations of that blessed Book he was so anx- 
ious to circulate. _ He was a generous friend to the poor, and distin- 
guished for his Christian candour towards the lovers of Jesus, of all 
religious communities. His house was always open to admit them, 
and there they met with a kind and Christian reception. This event 
is a loud call to serious reflection, and a striking illustration of sever- 


al appropriate passages of scripture. ‘ What is your life? It is 
even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vanishes | 
away! Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest not what 
a day may bring forth! Therefore be ye also ready, for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh!’ 


_ ON KNOWING EACH OTHER IN HEAVEN, 

Or all the afflictions to which we are liable, there is none so pain- 
ful as the death of our friends ; for which the Gospel affords us the 
only consolation that deserves the name—the prospect of being re- 
united, at no distant period, to those of them who die in the Lord. 
I believe, however, that many pious persons bave feared lest they 
should not recognize their friends in the other world ; and that ap- 
prehension has rendered the parting pang more exquisitely painful ; 
and prevented the wound inflicted on their hearts from being heal- 
ed. Ishall endeavour, in this Essay, to demonstrate that we. shall 
know our friends in heaven, and that their society wil] form an im- 
portant feature in our happiness. I shall draw my proofs from Scrip- 
ture : 

"I, 2 Samiiel xii. 23. When the child of David died in its infancy, 
the Psalmist consoled himself with this reflection, ‘ I shall go to him, 
but he shall-not return to me.’ This passage of Scripture proves, 
ist. The salvation of those who die. in their infancy. 2dly. There- 
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newal in heaven of the delightful intercourse of friendships and afs 
feetions which had been suspended by death. 

jl. 1 Thessalonians ii. 19. * For what is our hope, joy, or crown 
ofrejoicing ’? are not ye even in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ 
at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy.’ The knowledge that 
Christ was awarding glory to a number of persons converted by his 
instrumentality, could not be so gratifying to St. Paul, as seeing him 
confer it on those whom he recognized as his former friends and con- 
yerts. If he knew them not, his success in preaching, abstracted 
from the persons of his converts, would be his joy and crown of ré- 
joicing : but he speaks of his converts themselves as composing his 
crown and joy. 

lil. 1 Thess. iv. 13. ‘ Concerning them which are asleep, sor- 
row not even as others which have no hope.’ The belief that our 
friends exist and are happy, is gratifying, as far as it goes: but the 
thought of being separated from them for ever is exquisitely painful ; 
and pleasure, strongly tinctured with pain, is inconsistent with the 
happiness of heaven. 

[¥V. The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. A parable is 
truth arrayed in a fictitious dress to render it more striking, pleas- 
ing, luminous, instructive, and impressive. The parable in question 
teaches (among other things) that the inhabitants of heaven and 
of hell know each other. Is it possible that the inhabitants of hea- 
ven should fail of recognizing one another ? 

V. ‘The sacred writers compare death to sleep. Our recollec- 
tion of past events, our friendships, and affections, return the mo- 
ment we awake. The simile is flagrantly incorrect if they do not 
survive the grave. 

Besides, we cannot remember our redemption and its attendant 
circumstances, without remembering those who were uséful to us, 
and with whom ‘ we took sweet counsel.’ 

God is laying on earth the foundation of universal love in heaven ; 
ordaining and overruling for this gracious purpose, the inequality of 
the talents and conditions of men, their mutual wants and good offi- 
ces, and the ministry of angels. Sympathy strengthens love on orie 
side, and gratitude on the other. But if they are ignorant of each 
other, this noble, this finely constructed plan, is abortive: it is frat! 
as the life of man, though it might have exerted a commanding influ- 
ence in eternity. 

Peculiarly strong love to individuals is perfectly consistent with 
that intense universal love which the law of God requires, with ab- 
solute perfection, and with the most perfect state of society. It 
would have existed in Eden, had man continued holy ; for Adam 
declares, that a man would forsake his father and mother, and cleave 
unto his wife; and our Lord loved John better than his dther 
disciples. 

Love and friendship have little scope for action here ; indeed they 
frequently inflict on us nearly as much pain as they administer plee- 
sure, for we share the sufferings of out friends, and lament their loss. 
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In heaven they will be sources of pure unmingled joy ; for the happi. 
ness of those we love will increase our own felicity in exact propor. 
tion to the degree of love we bear them. Ev. Mag. 


OXFORD BIBLE SOCIETY. (Onto.) 

An Auxiliary Bible Society has recently been formed at Oxford, 
in the county of Butler, with prospects of usefulness. Rev. David 
Monfort is President; John C. Irwin, Vice-President; Pear! Crafts, 
Secretary; and Charles Robinson, Treasurer. Eight Directors are 
chosen for the current year. The annual contribution of one dollar 
entitles to membership ; annual meetings are to be held on the first 
Tuesday of January. 

Friends of the Bible have cause to be thankful that a spirit of 
unanimity prevails among the different religious denominations ; that 
they are disposed to co-operate in the heavenly work of furnishing 
the means of Divine knowledge ; that a laudable zeal is manifested 
to supply every destitute family with the word of life. We are per- 
suaded that God’s book will recommend itself to every candid reader ; 
that by the authority of its Divine Author we are solemnly bound to 
search the Scriptures, which are able to make us wise unto salvation ; 
that we do well to take heed to this sure word of prophecy, and to 
this Gospel. which brings life and inmortality to light. The Bible 
must be read by every sinner, in every region. The messages of the 
Saviour’s grace must be presented to guilty men, whether they will 
attend or not. Notwithstanding the hostile front which the infidel 
has assumed in reproaching Christ, his Gospel ministers, the Chris- 
tian religion, and its benevolent and salutary institutions, the time 
is rapidly rolling on when he shail be ashamed and hide his head 
in dismay. The glorious things which have been spoken in fa- 
vour of the Church will soon be realized, and Antichrist already 
trembles in view of the just judgments of Heaven preparing for 
his destruction. Chil. Rec. 


Extracts from the second Annual Report of the Female Union Sociely 
(of N. Y.) for the promotion of Sabbath Schools. 
SCHOOL NO. 7. 
| [contixveD. | 

We have admitted since our last anniversary 130:scholars, be- 
tween 60 and 70 of these regularly attend, and the number is daily 
increasing : of these 20 are coloufed adults, five have a humble hope 
that they have been born again, and are members of the visible 
church. They have formed themselves into a Society to meet week- 
ly for prayer. We have distributed 250 tracts, that the parents as 
well as the children may be benefited by their perusal. 3637 ver- 
ses of Scripture have been committed to memory, besides the cate- 
chisms and hymns used in the schools. Fifteen young ladies are en- 
gaged as Teachers, and solicit the prayers of all-interésted in the 
work, that they may not only be instrumental in improving the minds, 
but also in benefiting the souls of those committed to their care. 
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SCHOOL NO. 8. 

The Superintendent reports, that during the last year, 35 have 
heen received, and 20 have left the school. The names of 88 re- 
main on the books; of these 26 are coloured, 11 adults and 15 chil- 
dren. The average number attending is 55. A large majority of 
the scholars read: 4 of the adults have advanced from the first les- 
son to reading tolerably well, and 7 of the children. Several of the 
adults appear to be seriously impressed ; two of these regularly at- 
tend a prayer meeting conducted by the Teachers of the Male 
School attached to our churches. The Superintendent trusts, she 
may speak favourably of at least one of the children, but would de 
it cautiously, lest she should be deceived. 

The majority of the Teachers were professors of religion before 
they took part in the school, and appear to be sensible of the res- 

nsibility of their employment, and anxious to promote the inier- 
ests of those under their care. 

SCHOOL NO. 9. 

The present number attending this school, is 281 white children, 
92 coloured adults, and 43 coloured children, making a total of 323 ; 
of this number 133 read the Bible, many of whom were ignorant of 
their letters when they entered the school. Several of the coloured 
adults, from 20 to 70 years of age, have been brought from the alpha- 
bet to read the word of God. One of these, turned of fifty, was de- 
tained from school by sickness; on being visited by her Teacher, 
she praised the Lord for answering her prayers: she entered school 
praying God to assist her in learning to read, and though she then 
only knew the letters, she could now read the. Bible with ease, and 
found it her chief companion and comfort in her sickness. 

The School has been conducted during the past year by four Su- 
perintendents, a Secretary, and 30 Teachers. Among both Teach- 
es and Scholars there appear evidences of a serious inquiry after 
salvation. ‘Two white girls have professed to have experienced the 
forgiveness of their sins by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and we 
think their general deportment corresponds with their profession. 
Acirculating library has been added to the school. 

SCHOOL NO, 10. 

No regular Report has been received from this School. It con- 
sists of fifty regular attendants, and is under the care of six 
Teachers. 

SCHOOL NO. 11. 

The Superintendents and Teachers of School No. 11 report, that 
the present number of learners is 64; and of these, 27 are white, and 
3.are coloured ; 42 read in the Bible, many have committed to 
memory Watts’ Divine Songs, several catechisms, and Chapters in the 
Bible. Of all these, the greater part have been brought from the 
frst principles, since they entered the school ; many since the last 
Anal Report. The School is gondn¢ted by two Superintendents 
wdten Teachers, 
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88 Extracts from the Reports of the 
SCHOOL NO. 12. 


Since the last anniversary, 104 have been admitted; of these about 
80 regularly attend. 30 have been brought from the first class to 
read in the Bible. During the last year, 300 chapters in the Bible 
have been committed to memory ; 4 of our Teachers have made a 
profession of their faith in Christ, and several of the scholars ap- 
pear seriously inclined. 

SCHOOL NO. 13. 

This School is under the care of 2 Superintendents, a Secretary, 
and 18 Teachers: 188 have been admitted during the year ;, 148 are 
regular attendants. Six aged women who commenced with the al- 
phabet, can now read ; nine have committed from 4 to 36 chapters 
in the Bible, and all the classes who can read, from 240 to 1339 ver- 
ses of Scripture, M‘Dowell’s questions, with all the catechisms and 
hymns used in the school; the number of chapters in the Bible com- 
mitted during the year, is 728: One white girl and-three coloured 
adults give us every reason to hope, that they have been brought 
from nature’s darkness into the glorious light of the gospel. 

Our reward has already been ten fold adequate to our labours, and 
we trust the Lord will enable us to persevere in strengthening each 
ether’s hands, and doing all in our power to promote the welfare and 
prosperity of the Sabbath School Union. 

SCHOOL NO. 14. 

During the past year, 96 have been admitted; about 240 regular- 
ly attend. From the first section of the Bible class, we have the follow- 
ing specimens of improvement, since our last annual report. A little 
girl has committed to memory 50 chapters in the Bible, the West- 
minster and Emerson’s Catechisms with proofs; another aged nine 
years, 109 chapters, 94 hymns, with the above catechisms; another, 
60 chapters, and 3 catechisms; another, 72 chapters and the cate- 
chisms. In the third section, a little girl has committed the whole of 
St. John’s Gospel, the Book of Proverbs, 41 Pslams, the proofs of 
the Westminister Catechism, the Heidleburg, and Helenbroeck Cat- 
echisms, Watts’ Divine Songs, and 20 Psalms of his version ; ano- 
ther, the Book of John, and 22 chapters in the Proverbs, with the 
catechisms above named. A little girl who commenced with spel- 
ling, has within the year committed the whole Book of Proverbs, 37 
psalms, hymns, and catechisms ; another only eight years of age, 50 
chapters and 80 hymns. According to the statements of the Teach- 
ers, more than 1100 chapters have been committed to memory, be- 
side catechisms and hymns innumerable. ‘The sum of 7 dollars and 
6 cents has been contributed by the children towards the education 
of heathen youth. Three Teachers and one Scholar have made a 
public profession.of their faith in Christ. 

We long to be able to state, that multitudes are flocking to Jesus. 
Sometimes our hopes are raised, and we think we see the buddings of 
grace. We frequently witness the falling tear, when reproof is ad- 
ministered, or instruction communicated ; we frequently notice the 
attention paid to a sermon, by the account they are able to give of it. 
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We would not be weary nor discouraged, for this we know, that if 
we are steadfast and abound in the work of the Lord, our labour will 
not be in vain. - 
SCHOOL NO. 15. 

Since the last anniversary, 140 scholars, from the age of 5 to 63 
years, have been admitted :'130 may be reckoned regular attend- 
ants. They are under the direction of a Superintendent, Secretary, 
and 14 Teachers. A number from the alphabet have improved so 
far as to be able to read the Bible, and commit to memory Divine 
Songs, 4 Catechisms, and several chapters in the Bible. The adults 
are all coloured people, and their good conduct, and attention to 
their studies, demand our highest praise. With the warmest grati- 
tude to the great Author of all good, we are enabled to report, that 
5 Teachers and 4 Scholars have been brought from darkness to 
light, and are added to the number of Christ’s flock. 

SCHOOL NO. 16. 

Fifty scholars have been admitted, 46 white children, and 3 co- 
loured, and 1 coloured woman: 13 have advanced from letters to 
read in the Bible. The number who usually attend, is from 70 to 
80: many of the children have given proofs of astonishing powers of 
memory, and have committed 3 Catechisms, Divine Songs, and ma- 
ny chapters in the Bible. 

At the commencement of the last year only one of our Teachers 
was pious ; faint expectations comparatively could be entertained of 
the faithfulness and success of those who endeavoured to teach what 
they themselves were ignorant of: but the spirit of God has triumph- 
ed alike over our doubts and fears; five out of seven have, within 
the last three months, given evidence of a radical change of heart. 
The appearance of our school is altered ; the prospect which recent- 
ly presented a barren desert, now blooms as the garden of God. We 
have had the satisfaction of seeing a general improvement in morals 
and learning. The occurrences of the past winter afford us abund- 
ant encouragement to go forward in this labour of love, believing 
the promise, that “ He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing the pre- 
cious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his 


sheaves with him.”? 
SCHOOL NO. 17. 

This school is under the care of a Superintendent and 8 Teachers. 
The number of scholars registered is 205; 12 coloured adults, 188 
white children, and 5 coloured do. ; 24 have advanced from the first 
lessons toread in the Bible. These have committed to memory 
the Episcopal and one other catechism, and Watts’ Divine Songs. 
A. C. aged 11 years, has committed 72 Psalms, 3 chapters in Isaiah, 
44 hymns, and has not been absent once during the year, 

Mary L. entered last August, did not know the alphabet, now 
reads very well; has learned 3 different catechisms, 12 chapters of 
St. Matthew’s Gospel, and all the Divine Songs. Many others have 
improved beyond our most mangas expectations. 
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Since the commencement of the year, it has pleased God to 
awaken two of our Teachers, who have since been received into the 
communion of St. Stephen’s Church. 

SCHOOL NO. 18. 

One hundred and seventy-six scholars have been admitted ; the 
average number who attend is 80. Wecan make no very splendid 
exhibition of individual improvement, yet many of the learners have 
done well. Mary M., aged nine years, has committed to memory 
during the last six months, all the Westminister Catechism with 
proofs, the Catechism in verse, Watts’ Divine Songs, and 321 verses 
of Scripture; three others have done equally well. Mrs. D. P.a 
white adult, was admitted last June; she barely knew the letters ; 
she now reads, and has been presented witha Bible. A few among 
the coloured adults have advanced from the alphabet to reading. 

SCHOOL NO. 19. 

In presenting our second Annual Report, we desire to bles that 
kind Providence who has spared us as a Sabbath School another 
year. Although we are conscious of much unfaithfulness in the dis- 
charge of our duties, yet we trust, that we shall never have cause to 
regret having engaged in this “ labour of love,’ but that, on the con- 
trary, we shall have abundant reason to rejoice, if the Lord shall be 
pleased in any degree to smile on our feeble endeavours to instruct 
the ignorant in the things which belong to their everlasting welfare. 
if this has in any measure been effected. *¢ Not unto us, not unto us, 
but unto His name be all the glory.” 

We have admitted during the last year, 132 scholars, and have dis- 
missed 61: 90 remain on our class papers,—58 white children, 17 
coloured adults, and 9 children; 4 have learned toread. The school 
is divided into eight classes, who are instructed by one Superinten- 
dent and 8 Teachers. In five of the classes the pupils commit to 
memory portions of Scripture, catechism, and hymns. Most of our 
scholars attend Divine service on the Sabbath, and generally remem- 
ber the text preached from. Although our school is not so large as 
in times past, those who now attend are more punctual and diligent 
than they have ever been before. 38 chapters, and 1375 Scripture 
lessons have been committed to memory. 

SCHOOL NO. 20 
Is situated in the village of Haerlem, and was attended during the 
summer by 24 scholars, male and female, who were instructed by two 
male, and two female Teachers. In July last, a coloured woman 
came to put her child to the School; we asked her if she would not 
come as a Scholar herself? ‘ Oh, no,’ she replied,-‘ I cannot leave my 
house, it would be so exposed ;? but after a little persuasion she 
came in, (though it appears she had not been to Church for six 
months, for the above reason.) She remained until we went to 
Church, and accompanied us. In the afternoon she appeared again. 
The next Sabbath morning, Patience, (for that is her name,) was at 
her post in School. We observed to her, “ You can now leave 
vour house, it seems?” ‘Oh, yes!?™was her reply. On the after- 
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noon of the third Sabbath, she begged her Teacher would just step 
over, (to use her own expression,) and visit her; when she told her, 
she had reason to bless the Lord that she ever came to the Sabbath 
School. It appears, she was struck with strong convictions while 
hearing the Bible read and the Catechism repeated. In the evening 
of the second Lord’s day in August, Patience’s Teacher visited her, 
and found her very ill with a burning fever, and in much distress for 
her soul. She exclaimed, ‘*Oh Lord, have mercy upon my poor 
soul! My dear Teacher, I have sent for you to read forme. Oh, 
that the Lord would spare my life, and teach me his holy word! I 
once thought I was to live in this world for ever ; but now I know that 
I must die, and that my soul must be happy or miserable for ever. 
Lord have mercy on my soul. O my dear Teacher, I am‘sucha sin- 
ner, will the Lord have mercy on me?” Her teacher answered by 
pointing her to the blood of Christ, which can cleanse from all sin, 
of however deep a dye. 

The coloured people really exceed our most sanguine expectations 
in the rapid progress they have made in learning to read. Many 
of them have committed a number of chapters of the Bible to memo- 
ry; these encouraging circumstances excite us to persevere in the 
strength of the Lord. We feel constrained to notice, with humble 
gratitude, the kind providence of our Lord, in raising up a young 
gentleman of independent circumstances, who has taken upon him- 
self the sole charge of the school during the winter, when the other 
Teachers had removed into the city. 

SCHOOL NO. 21. 

The present number now attending is 130 ; 60 of whom have been 
received since the last anniversary. It is our satisfaction to state, 
that not one of our pupils has been dismissed for disorderly conduct, 
but that all are deserving of praise. 

Thirty of our charge hoes progressed from the alphabet, to read- 
ing in the Bible; a few have committed a great part of the New Tes- 
tament, various catechisms, Scripture lessons, and Divine Songs. 

SCHOOL NO. 22. 

This school has admitted 36 scholars, chiefly coloured adults, and 
is instructed by one Superintendent and 4 Teachers. Five have 
learned the Catechism, Watts’ Divine Songs, and 6 chapters of the 
gospel of St. Matthew ; eight are professors of religion in the African 
Church. The improvement of the school generally has far exceed- 
ed the expectations of the Teachers. 

SCHOOL NO. 23. 

In presenting our Report, we are sorry to state, that it is not in our 
power to give as correct and animating an accountas the school me- 
rits. ‘The number of scholars received, and discharged, during the 
past year, with the progress made, and the lessons committed to me- 
mory, cannot be ascertained; chiefly owing to the school having 
been without a Superintendent for some time past. - 

It now contains sixty-four white and two coloured children ; they 
are under the direction of a Superintendent, Secretary, and 8 Teach- 
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ers, who are encouraged by the improvement made, to continue their 


services. 

SCHOOL NO. 24 
Situated at Manhattanville, when last reported consisted of 44 
scholars, and was instructed by 4 Teachers. The School has been 
dismissed for the winter season, but will be resumed when the Teach- 
ers return to the country. 

SCHOOL NO. 25 
Was organized August 3d, 1817, since which time 50 coloured 
adults have been admitted ; 30 of these attend regularly, and are in- 
structed by a Superintendent and 4 Teachers. Although there have 
been few instances of very rapid improvement, yet the progress of 
the scholars is very apparent. Several who when they commenced 
did not know one letter, now read in the Spelling-Book, and others 
who began with the first lessons, now read with facility, and have 
committed to memory catechisms, and portions of Scripture. They 
have generally paid the most serious attention to religious instruc- 
tion, and often the tear of penitence or remorse has bedewed their 
cheeks, while the weighty concerns of their souls have been pressed 
upon their consciences. “ Hitherto the Lord hath helped,” and in 
his strength we are determined to persevere, believing, that in due 
time we shall reap, if we faint not. Last sabbath one of our Teach- 
ers bade us an etectiseatp farewell; she has accompanied her sister, 
whose husband is engaged asa missionary to the Tuscarora Indians. 

SCHOOL NO. 26 
Was organized on the 7th of September, 1817; since which time 114 
scholars have been admitted, 105 of whom attend regularly, and are 
diligent in their studies. Two teachers have lately joined the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, the other ten are all members of the same 


church. 

SCHOOL NO. 27 
Commenced April 13, 1817: 216 scholars have been admitted ; only 
43 of these now regularly attend. They are under the care of a Su- 
perintendent and 6 Teachers. 25 have advanced from the first les- 
sons to reading the Bible. Three teachers and 2 scholars have ex- 
perienced a change since they belonged to the school, and have join- 
ed the church. 

SCHOOL NO. 28 
Was opened in June, 1817, with 30 scholars ; 26 of these have been 
retained during the winter, and still continue to attend; 6 can now 
read the Bible; 8 have advanced from the alphabet to Scripture les- 
sous, The duties of this school have devolved principally upon one 
individual ; assistance has been obtained occasionally, but only one 
regular teacher has as yet been procured. 

SCHOOL NO. 29 
Contains 20 female scholars ; 6 read the Bible, others are in a pro- 
gressive state of improvement. 

SCHOOL NO. 30 
Was opened on the 9th of November for coloured adults ; 20 have 
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been admitted, and have received books ; only nine attend regularly. 
One woman who has attended since the commencement of the school, 
and who scarcely knew all her letters, in eight Sabbaths read a chapter 
in the Bible of 32 verses, without being told. Two others, from spell- 
ing one syllable, are good readers. Three of the women were pious 
before they entered the school, the -rest are seriously inclined, and 
all are anxious to learn. 
SCHOOL NO. 31. 

This school is conducted by two Superintendents and 20 Teach- 
ers: 200 scholars have been admitted; upwards of one hundred 
attend regularly, 6 are coloured adults, and 3 coloured children: 13 
have advanced from letters to reading. 

From these extracts it would appear, that the average number 
who regularly attend the Schools, is 2877, under the care of 384 
teachers ; 336 have been advanced from learning the alphabet to 
reading the Bible ; 3306 chapters have been committed to memory, 
besides catechisms, hymns, and portions of Scripture innumerable : 
45 Teachers and 24 Scholars have been enabled to profess their 
faith in Christ, and have become members of the visible church. 

The Society have this year, as on the former, reason to rejoice in 
the harmony that has attended this Union. | 

Let our thanksgivings abound towards God, whose blessing alone 
giveth success, and let our prayers be persevering and fervent, that 
He would crown every year with gladness, and cause the dews of 
his grace to descend on the souls of both Teachers and Scholars, in 
schools and in the sanctuary, on his own day. 


BRITISH & FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

Having been recently favoured by our attentive correspondent at 
Liverpool with the seventh number of the Monthly Extracts, from 
the correspondence of the British and Foreign Bible Society, for Feb- 
ruary 1818, we present our readers witha part of it for this number 
of the Christian Herald. The explanation of the meaning of the 
terms in their constitution “ without note or comment,” coming from 
such high authority, is deemed very important. The cheering intel- 
ligence respecting the means afforded of circulating the Scriptures 
among the Chinese, as detailed in Mr. Milne’s letter, will rejoice the 
hearts of all who are friendly to the true religion. 





Queries recently proposed by the Rev. William Milne, now employed in 
conjunction with the Rev. Robert Morrison, D. D. in translating the 
Scriptures into Chinese, at Malacca ; and the determination of the 
Committee respecting them. 

What is the real import and utmost extent of the Society’s Motto, 

** Without note or comment ?” 

1. Does it preclude various marginal readings ? 
2. Does it preclude a marginal explanation of terms which cannot! 
be rendered in the text without circumlocution ? 
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3. Does it preclude notes marking the scriptural chronology, as in 
our large English Bibles ? 

4. Does it preclude the explanation of proper names, e. g. nex, 
which, in the margin of our Bibles, is rendered “ forgetting ?”? (see 
Gen. xli.51;)or any other such names ? 

5. Does it preclude the explanation of such words as Afadder, 
Arcaaver, or of Jewish or Roman coins ? 

6. Does it preclude the Contents of chapters ? 

_ The Committee having taken the above inquiries into considera- 
tion ; 

Resolved, that, it being the object of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society to restrict itself to the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, 
the terms in which the restriction is expressed, (viz. “ Without Note 
or Comment,”’) must be construed to exclude from the copies circu- 
lated by the Society, every species of matter but what may ilcceed 
necessary to render the version of the sacred original intelligible and 
perspicuous. -The latter appearing to be the sole and exclusive de- 
sign of the queries proposed by the Rev. Mr. Milne, nothing con- 
tained in them can be considered as precluded by the prohibition of 
Note and Comment. 

While the Committee give this opinion, and express their high ap- 
probation of the conduct of Mr. Milne, they recommend to his atten- 
tion, and that of translators in general, the English Version, with 
marginal renderings and references ; as affording a correct example of 
that sort and degree of explanation, which it may be permitted to 
introduce into those copies of the Bible which answer to the Socie- 
ty’s definition and requirement, of their being without Note or Com- 
ment. 

Extracted from the Minutes, 
Joun Owen, 
JospuH Hugues, Secretaries. 
C. F. A. Sreinxoprr, 
— »+o- 
FROM THE REV. WILLIAM MILNE. 
Malacca, Dec. 31, 1816. 

The situation of Malacca affords frequent opportunities of com- 
municating with all the other settlements in the Archipelago, where 
the Chinese reside. To each of these I have sent copies of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures. In the course of every year, there are opportuni- 
ties of communicating with three provinces of China; viz. Canton, 
Fo-Kien, and Quang-see ; and also with the various ports of Cochin- 
China, and Siam, where multitudes of Chinese are settled. 

Thus, though we are not at present allowed to settle in China it- 
self, a variety of channels are opened to us in the good providence 
of God, through which the Sacred Scriptures may be intreduced. Se- 
veral China-men and Merchants have very readily sent parcels to 
their friends and correspondents in other places; and have brought 
their acquaintances, when passing from port to port, to converse, and 
get books. 
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In June 1815, the registered number of Chinese in the Island of 
Penang, (Prince of Wales’s Island,) was 7241. From the numbers 
that have gone thither since, I suppose there are now at least 8000. 
In point of education and morals, | think them considerably behind 
their brethren in Java and Malacca. The settlement of Penang is 
comparatively new. In Java and Malacca, Chinese have been set- 
tled for hundreds of years, and there are many families of long 
standing. 

A very large proportion of the Chinese in Penang are merchants, 
mechanics, and day labourers, who have gone thither with no other 
view, than that of making a little money in a few years; after which 
they intend to return to China, and then set up in life. There isa 
much smaller proportion of schools for youth, among the Chinese in 
Penang, than among their countrymen settled in the other parts of 
the Archipelago. In distributing the New Testaments among them, 
when I visited that Island, I observed the same rules to which I ad- 
hered in Java, in 1814. All the largest Chinese families in George’s 
Town have a, New Testament, and in the course of distribution, I 
did not meet with a single Chinese, who did not thankfully receive 
it; and in conversing with them, I found them all disposed to listen. 
The words of eternal life are now in their hands. 

I feel grateful to God, and to the Bible Society, for the oportuni- 
ties afforded me of putting the Sacred Scriptures into the hands of a 
people who never before had heard of them. 

I have opened two schools in Malacca, for Chinese children, in 
which the average number of boys who have attended is about 55, 
some of whom have learned to repeat portions of the word of God. 
At seven o’clock every morning, they all, together withthe schoolmas- 


ters and other Chinese, attend prayer, and reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 





ORDINATION OF REV. MR. FREY. 
(Communicated for the Christian Herald.) 

It will no doubt be highly gratifying to the friends of the Redeem- 
er’s Kingdom, to be informed that on Wednesday the 15th of April, 
the Rev. Joseph Samuel C. F. Frey, of the seed of Abraham, was 
ordained and installed by the Morris County and West Chester As- 
sociate Presbytery, to the pastoral charge of the Independent 
Church, New-York. 

The Rev. Silas Constant, of York town, presided and opened the 
service with prayer. The Rev. Stephen Grover, of Caldwell, N. Y. 
preached from 2 Cor. v. 20 ; the Rev. Samuel L. Phelps, of Ridge- 
field, made the ordination prayer; the Rev. Abel Jackson, of Mid- 
dletown, gave the charge to the Minister; the Rev. Allan Blair, of 
Carmel, N. Y. gave the right hand of fellowship, and the Rey. Ab- 
ner Brundage, of Peekskill, gave the charge to the people. 

The Rev. Abraham Purdy, of North Salem, preached on Tuesday 
Evening preparatory to the ordination. | 

The services of the day were most solemn and interesting. It is 
worthy of remark, that the Rev. Mr. Frey is the first converted 
Israelite that has been called to the pastoral charge of a Christian 
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Church in this country. We trust it will prove the first fruits of a 


plentiful harvest. 


“If the fall of them,”’ (the Jews,) “ be the riches 


of the world, and the 7% sananay of them the riches of the Gentiles ; 


how much more their fulness: for 


if the casting away of them be the 


reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be but life 
from the dead? For if the first fruit be holy, the lump is also holy : 
and if the root be holy, so are the branches.””—Rom. xi. 12, 15, 16. 


Verses. 


THE PARTING SCENE : 


Lines written on the suiling of Messrs. Wheelock and Colman for 
India, from Boston, Nov. 16, 1817. 


1 
See that ship, her sails now bending, 
Destin’d far to Indian seas ; 
See her canvass, wide extending, 
Catch the ling’ring wish’d for breeze ; 

Richly freighted 
With Ambassadors of peace. 
2 


See the solemn crowd assembling, 
Anxious each the scene to view ; 
Some are weeping, others trembling, 
While a mother* presses through, 
And with anguish 
Bids her only son adieu. 
: 3 
See a father’s heartf dissolving, 
While he gazes on his son ; 
Ev’ ry tender thought revolving, 
Turns away and weeps alone ; 
Softly saying, 
‘* Father, let thy will be done.” 
4 


See a scene no less distressing, 
When a mother’sf anguish’d heart, 
Fondly to her bosom pressing, 
Cries, ‘“‘ my son! and must we part? 
O my Saviour! 
Ever keep him near thy heart.” 
5 


See that youth|] with arms entwining, 
Hanging on her brother’s breast; 
Tears, and grief, and love combining, 
Still she cries, thoagh much distress’d, 
** Go, my brother! 
Go! and make the Burmans blest.” 
6 
Sisters} too, with fond embraces, 
Stand o’erwhelin’d upon the shore ; 
Gazing on each other’s faces, 
Weeping, part to meet no more ! 
Griev'd and pensive, 


7 
While the crowd were silent standing, 
Solemn prayer devoutly flow’d; 
Clouds of incense like, ascending 
Up before the throne of God, 
For our brethren, 

While they’re sailing o’er the flood. 

8 


Go, ye heralds of salvation, 
Go proclaim “ redeeming blood ;” 
Publish to that barb’rous nation, 
Peace and pardon from our God: 
Tell the Heathens 
None but Curist can do them good. 
9 
While the gospel trump you’re sounding, 
May the Sernir seal the word ; 
And thro’ sov’reign grace abounding, 
Burmans bow and own the Lord; 
GaudamaT leaving, 
God alone shall be ador’d. 
10 
Distant tho’ our souls are bending, 
Still our hearts are warm and true; 
In our prayers to heav’n ascending, 
Brethren, we’ll remember you: 
Heav’n preserve you 
Safely all your journey through. 
11 


When your mission here is finish’d, 
And your work on earth is done, 
May your souls, by grace replenish’d, 
Find acceptance thro’ the Son : 
Thence admitted, 
Dwell for ever near his throne. 
12 
Loud hosannas now resounding, 
Make the heav’nly arches ring ; 
Grace to sinful men abounding, 
Ransom’d millions sweetly sing; 
While with rapture, 





God’s mysterious ways adore. 
Boston, Jan. 1818. 


® Mrs. Colman. 
) Miss Wheelock. 


+ Mr. Wheelock. 
§ Sisters of the Missionaries’ wives 


All adore their heav’nly King. 
[ Amer. Bap. Mag. 


t Mrs. Wheelock. 


{ The name of the Burman idol. 





